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The Last Mad Surge
Of Youth

Speechless
Sans Paroles Sin Palabras
World History Without Words

Polyp, the Manchester artist and
activist, is onto something special here.

"Speechless" is a graphic novel without
the conventional word bubbles for

Fiction aimed at a faithful depiction
of the lives of musicians and music
industry types usually ends up nothing
more than a collection of haggard old
cliches and character stereotypes, so it's
refreshing to read a book by someone
who's experienced these characters first
hand.

Mark Hodkinson has' worked in the
music industry for over ten years, and in
his second book, he has poured all of his
most in-depth observations of the bands
he's encountered into the story's main
characters.

The tale follows the lives of two old
school mates who form a band, then go
their separate ways only to meet up later
as slightly dysfunctional middle-aged
adults. Their journeys in between their

parting and re-encounter is
the basis for most of the novel,
with both reminiscing about
the good old days and how
they've grown so far from the
teens they once were, when
they burned with ambition.

narrative purposes or character dialogue.
At first glance, this could be seen as a
conceit; an intellectual challenge for the
artist. After the first page, the reader
sees that this idea couldn't be further
from the truth.

Polyp is plainly in love with the pure
idea of democracy in its truest sense and
the artist's anger at the way it continues
to be abused energises the work. Page
one of "Speechless" is astonishing. In
your reviewer's opinion, the single most
powerful evocation of the WTC attacks
since the blank screen with soundtrack
of "Fahrenheit 9/11", Polyp's pictorial
speech bubbles mix the banal and the
horrific. As we move on, we see the

earth from space, the smoke from
the Towers forming an arm and
a hand snaking across the planet
towards the Middle East and a
barrel of oil.

With this bravura opening,
the tone is set. The book moves
frequently from a whole world
view - be it political, cultural or
historical - to a more specific view
of localised events. Polyp's stated

intention is fully realised through this
technique. The interconnectedness of
us all and the knock-on effect of our

It's a tale of a mid-life crisis but done in
a wry and amusing way with plenty of
twists and turns.

The narrative skips between past and
present day but never feels disjointed
or loses any momentum. The main
character, Barrett, struggles to come
to terms with his subsequent failure as
a solo artist as he juggles a home life
with a wife and kids who don't really
understand his desperate urge to cling
to his youthful ways. That - combined
with the fact he's turned to drink to cope
with life's let-downs and the bizarre
situations he encounters - is enough to
keep you hooked.

His mate, who has settled into a
steady job which he loathes, has recently
divorced and is searching for a new way
to get excitement back into his life, also
provides plenty of interest. "The Last
Mad Surge Of Youth" is a well-written
story reflecting desperation, good times
and the conviction that, above all else,
rock'n'roll must prevail!

Paula Gregory

actions -is so well rendered that words
are nor.'needed.

I'll confess to being less enamoured
with "Speechless" graphically but
that's purely subjective. I will suggest,
however, that the use of recognisable
symbols - be they commercial, scientific
or faith based - instead of 'words' is
inspired. The symbols are international,
and known from Levenshulme to Lima;
from Collyhurst to Colombo. And this
Lingua Franca ever so subtly emphasises
our similarities.

This book is a sweeping history of
how humans have and continue to relate
to each other and to the planet. Its huge
ambition has been wonderfully realised.

John Wigley
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